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It’s Looking Like: Soria vs. Pazin; Gray vs. 
Duarte

Silveira appears poised for 
victory in Merced County District 

Attorney’s race

'Elections' Page 4

Happy National Dairy Month 

By: The Merced County Times

Fresno Democrat Esmeralda Soria 
took an early lead Tuesday night 
in the election to fill the open 

27th State Assembly District seat, 
and she appears to be heading toward 
a run off in November with Merced 
County’s own Mark Pazin.

Soria, a Fresno City Council 

member, is in the lead of the four-
candidate race as of Wednesday 
morning with 42 percent of the vote 
(10,473 votes), compared to Pazin’s 
32.2 percent (8,281).

The top two vote-getters in the 
primary election, regardless of party, 
advance to the November general 
election.

“Tonight is just the beginning,” 
Soria told supporters during an 
election night party at a taco stop 
venue in Merced. “This is the first 
hurdle but I feel confident with the 
love and support that is here. The 

support that we have been able to build 
in Merced, Madera, and Fresno. We’re 
going to take this in November.”

Pazin — the former Merced County 
sheriff and a native of Merced — was 
also feeling confident and pleased with 
the results.

“This has been a great campaign 
with a great effort from all my 
supporters throughout AD27 — 
and now we immediately focus 
on November,” Pazin told the 
Times. “Crime, taxes, unnecessary 
regulations, inflation, water storage 
and surging gas prices have everyone 

back on their heels. Going into the 
general election, I will ensure the 
voters understand my positions.”

The Republican candidate started 
out election night at the Friends of 
the Fair celebration on the eve of 
the Merced County Fair, and then 
traveled to Fresno to take part in a law 
enforcement event.

The other candidates in the 
Assembly race were far behind in 
the vote tally, including Amanda 
Fleming (Republican) at 3,773 votes 

By: Madeline Shannon, Merced Sun-
Star

June 8, 2022 - Candidates for 
Merced County District Attorney 
— the most anticipated local 

election — gathered with their 
supporters Tuesday evening in 
downtown Merced to watch the returns 

come in. Kimberly Helms Lewis, 51, 
the incumbent DA, is competing to win 
another four-year term as the county’s 
top prosecutor. Her competitor is an 
attorney in her own office, Supervising 
Deputy District Attorney Nicole 
Silveira, 40. Early results as of about 
8:30 p.m. showed Silveira taking a big 
lead at 65.52% over Helms Lewis at 

34.27% As of about 10 p.m. Silveira’s 
lead was holding at 65.55% to Helms 
Lewis’ 34.22%. As of the latest count 
before midnight, Silveira’s lead grew 
slightly to 66.56% to Helms Lewis’ 
33.16%. “I feel very grateful for all 
the help I received and all the support 

'District Attorney' Page 4
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from the

Director's 
Desk

Breanne Vandenberg

This week wrapped the second 
of fairs held in Merced County 
and with it carried a heartfelt 

moment for the community. What 
occurred during the Merced County 
Fair’s Junior Livestock Auction on 
Saturday is something that makes one 
believe in community again. It can 
also be noted that it’s the support and 
involvement that comes with living in 
an agricultural community. 

In a drastic turn of events, one 
family experienced an unexpected 
loss during the start of the fair. 
Jody Herrera, a preschool teacher 

for Merced River School District, 
passed away on June 9. Chloe, Jody’s 
daughter and an Atwater FFA student 
and swine showman, received a large 
amount of support from the local 
community as not only did her pig 
sell at $65 per pound but multiple 
community members donated $1,000 
each. Donations are still being 
accepted and you can do so at www.
mealtrain.com. You will have the 
option for a monetary donation or 
dinner donation.  

Separately, Emily Duval, 
a Golden Valley FFA student, 
was supported during the same 
auction. Emily had a tragic 
family experience last year 
where she lost several family 
members within a week due to 
COVID. Golden Valley created 
a Go Fund Me for Emily and 
donations can still be made 
through that website. Our 
local agricultural community 
raised approximately $23,000 
for Emily as she also sold a 
pig. It is always wonderful 
to see kids in the community 
supported and lifted during hard 
and unexpected times by our 
agriculture families. 

Switching over to our 
election cycle, some races have 
been decided while others still 
have a long run until November. 
If your household was anything 
like mine, you also experienced 
a heavily impacted mailbox 
due to candidate flyers. We 
want to congratulate those that 

have succeeded in their races and 
look forward to new relationships 
or continue to work forward on the 
relationships we have. For those 
that are still on the campaign trail, 
we look forward to holding multiple 
conversations on behalf of our 
agricultural community. 

Finally, I want to point you to the 
last page of our Merced County Farm 
News. Our organization is bringing 
back our Summer BBQ held at the 

Arnold Party Barn in Winton. Tickets 
are available through our office at $50 
each which includes your food and 
drinks for the evening. Entertainment 
will be Neil Buettner who has played 
at locations throughout the Central 
Valley including Blaker Brewing. 
This event is much more relaxed in 
comparison to our Annual Dinner 
and is used as a social mixer for our 
membership. Come by and grab some 
tickets today! 

June 23
Board of Directors Meeting

July 29
MCFB Summer BBQ (pg. 24)

Calendar of Events
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Merced County Farm Bureau is an independent, non-
governmental, grassroots organization that advocates for the men 
and women who provide food, fiber, and nursery products for our 
community, state, and nation.

Merced County Farm Bureau exists for the purpose of improving 
the ability of individuals engaged in production agriculture to utilize 

California resources to produce food and fiber in the most profitable, 
efficient and responsible manner possible, guaranteeing our nation a 
domestic food supply.

Merced County Farm Bureau supports policies and legislation that 
promote and protect our Country’s number one industry - agriculture 
for future generations and the security of our nation.

Merced County Farm Bureau’s Mission Statement

from the

President's 
Corner

Joe Sansoni

Are we going to make it?

Are we going to make it?  It’s 
a question I ask myself quite 
often these days. Interestingly 

enough, even more often anymore 
I’m actually asked that by others! By 
friends…family…other fellow farmers 
who are genuinely concerned. I think 
sometimes the other farmers who ask 
are hoping that somehow, I’ll have 
some kind of comforting or optimistic 
viewpoint or perspective that they 
haven’t thought of yet. It’s a really 
hard question to answer because the 
reality is that it is entirely dependent 
on your location, crop(s), water 
situation, whether or not you own your 
own equipment or have to hire out, if 
you’re fortunate enough to be farming 
free and clear ground or if you have a 
steep bank payment to make, and the 
list goes on. Times are certainly always 
interesting and challenging in CA 
agriculture, but right now more so than 
ever before. 

 Some farmers and farming 
companies are coming off great 
years in 2021 – even record years – 
despite all the collective challenges 
the industry has faced. Some of that 
is good luck and some of that is just 

being in a good situation. Others are 
coming off multiple difficult years 
in a row and things don’t seem to be 
getting any better. Some people may 
be tempted to shrug and say, “well 
that’s just how farming is” and of 
course they would be quite correct. 
But still, for many of those who have 
been hit hard or are struggling to stay 
afloat, there is the painful sting of 
knowing that on paper they technically 
did everything right, but they have 
been assessed, taxed, fee’d, regulated, 
and legislated to the brink of failure 
by a State government and legislature 
that is largely deaf, dumb and blind to 
the critical importance of a successful 
and profitable (as a whole, not just a 
fortunate few) California agriculture 
industry. This stuff has been going on 
for years though…at this point now 
I’m just talking about the same stifling 
issues we’ve been complaining about 
with no real positive action or relief 
for years! BUT!....now add to all 
that: rampant inflation caused by our 
current Presidential Administration’s 
generous-with-everyone-else’s-
money policies, ridiculous fuel 
prices (again primarily spurred by 
said administration’s policies and 
actions), the global shipping crisis and 
skyrocketing costs of goods in every 
nameable category, etc.. And one 
thing is certain: even those who had a 
good ride the past year or two are in 
for some dire straits soon enough if 
currents trends continue.

 For those who decide “enough 
is enough,” even bailing out is no 
picnic and fraught with frustrating 
restrictions and challenges. The real 
estate market is still strong statewide, 
but in the ag sector how long will 
it remain that way? Once again it 
depends on your location and water 
situation. A farmer who is struggling 
to make ends meet because he/she 

hasn’t sufficient water supplies can’t 
hope to sell or even lease their land 
for top prices because land in water-
challenged areas is being devalued 
greatly by the impending SGMA 
regulations and other restrictions 
on water transfers and uses. I have 
experienced firsthand that even on 
parcels within our own irrigation 
district, during successive years of 
water curtailment they will not allow 
a grower a water allotment on any 
water account that did not get irrigated 
the previous year…so in cases where 
a farmer fallows a field or fields that 
have their own account in order to 
use more water on other fields, he/
she will be faced with losing that 
allotment for the following year. 
These types of policies are outdated 
and frankly need to be revisited 
and corrected by the districts who 
impose them. The end result is more 
devastating economic damages and 
restrictions to growers who are already 
struggling mightily just to hang on. 
Another example is the County’s 
stringent restrictions on rezoning ag 
land for development whether for 
residential or commercial purposes. 
Even Farm Bureau has long supported 
ag mitigation policies that require 
a 1:1 ratio of conserved acreage to 
developed acreage where development 
has been permitted. These policies 
are certainly well-intended and have 
their place depending on situations and 
locales but again, were developed and 
written in another era and currently 
don’t take into account the incredible 
economic pressure facing certain 
growers and landowners who may be 
forced to sell out at basement prices 
if they aren’t allowed to develop 
or can’t afford the very expensive 
application and environmental review 
processes required to do so. And who 
would they ultimately be forced to 

sell to? Investment groups and large 
development firms of course, who 
have the time, money, resources, and 
connections to eventually accomplish 
all of the above. Whose interests are 
all these policies actually protecting?! 
Certainly not your local families and 
farmers in most cases. What really is 
ironic is that there is a huge amount 
of nationwide and statewide support 
and rally by the public to support 
local growers and producers, yet at the 
federal, state, and even local levels of 
government we don’t support them 
much with the policies that are in 
place. It’s a lot of talk and not much 
action from politicians and managers 
on every level.

  I certainly am a supporter of a 
free market economy, and I understand 
fully well that there always has been 
and always will be winners and 
losers when it comes to the markets 
and the economy. The problem I see 
is that anyone who doesn’t possess 
deep pockets and/or off-farm income 
streams is being set up for tragic and 
epic failure by a plethora of misplaced 
policies, mismanaged resources, 
and crippling financial burdens on 
multiple levels. Too big and too far-
reaching government on state and 
local levels has long created more 
hurdles and burdens to locals than 
solutions and prosperity. A future of 
nothing but giant corporate farms and 
conglomerate land ownership groups 
is not good for the people or the 
economy. Smaller operations need to 
have the tools and support to remain 
competitive and be successful enough 
to grow. We need our elected as well 
as appointed officials on every single 
level to step up to the plate for us in 
a big way immediately to keep local 
farms and businesses relevant and 
solvent, and to keep our county and 
state’s economies from imploding. 
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Elections           
continued from page 1

(15.1 percent) and Mike Karbassi 
(Democrat) with 2,386 votes (9.6 
percent).

State Senate:
Caballero vs. Shor

Senator Anna Caballero, who is 
already representing this region as a 
seasoned state senator with many years 
of elected leadership roles under her 
belt, is well ahead of the competition 
in the redistricted State Senate District 
14.

With 54.8 percent of the vote, 
Caballero, a Democrat, will be facing 
Amnon Shor, a Republican from 
Fresno who garnered 38.1 percent of 
the vote. Paulina Miranda, another 
Democrat in the race, only earned 7.1 
percent of the vote.

‘Rumble in the Valley’
Adam Gray leads a five-candidate 

field in his first attempt to step up and 
become a leader in the U.S. Congress.

Gray — a current State Assembly 
member and Democrat from Merced 
— garnered 33.2 percent of the votes 
(11,029) in the primary election as 

of Wednesday morning. Next — and 
not that far behind — was Republican 
farmer John Duarte from the Modesto-
Ceres-Hughson area at 30.8 percent 
(10,232).

“This is incredible,” Gray 
remarked as he viewed election results 
on Tuesday night surrounded by 
supporters during a big party inside the 
Tarmac at Castle.

He later issued a statement: “I am 
proud of the diverse and bipartisan 
coalition we have built around this 
campaign. I don’t think many voters 
realize just how rare it is to see 
Democrats and Republicans support 
the same candidate. When you are 
from a community and people know 
who you are, your party doesn’t matter 
as much as your character. I live here. I 
went to school here. I grew up playing 
little league here. No one else on the 
ballot today could say the same, and 
that made the difference.”

So it looks like Gray is going to 
face off with Duarte — a candidate 
who has already described his fight 
with Gray as the “Rumble in the 
Valley.”

The other candidates include 
Democrat Phil Arballo with 19.1 
percent of the vote, Republican David 
Giglio with 14.1 percent and Diego 
Martinez with 2.9 percent.

District Attorney           
continued from page 1

and for the good campaign and it’s 
bearing itself out. I don’t know if 
(the numbers) will climb but they 
usually say early releases are a good 
indicator of how things will go. And I 
am happy with how they have gone so 
far,” Silveira said Tuesday evening. “I 
think it’s been a good campaign,” said 
Helms Lewis, during the beginning 
of her election night event at the El 
Capitan Hotel in downtown Merced. 
“I look forward to seeing the results.” 
Meanwhile, Silveira held her election 
gathering about a quarter mile away at 
The Branding Iron. One of Silveira’s 
top endorsements during the campaign 
came from Merced County Sheriff 
Vern Warnke. Warnke was among 
those gathered at the Branding Iron 
on Tuesday. “I am very proud of her. 

She’s an absolute trooper. She loves 
the fight of a good fight. She ran an 
extremely clean campaign and that 
shows her integrity,” Warnke said. “I 
think she’ll be a wonderful DA for 
our county and we need someone like 
her to go out and fight.” Meanwhile 
supporters of Helms Lewis, including 
Sober Grad President Jeremy Jenkins, 
were proud of her campaign. “She 
drove a hard campaign. She proved 
herself to be the district attorney she 
is today. She proved herself to be 
about the community. I expect her 
to take victory,” Jenkins said. Helms 
Lewis in 2018 defeated Larry Morse 
II becoming the first female district 
attorney in the county’s history. Ballots 
will be canvassed by elections officials 
in the coming days until completed. 
Election results will be updated as 
ballots are processed. The final day for 
the elections office to certify results is 
July 7.
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How to Calculate the Nutrients from Manure 
Applied to Fields

By: Deanne Meyer -  UC Davis & UC 
ANR, Nicholas Clark UCCE Kings, 

Tulare & Fresno & Jennifer Heguy  - 
UCCE Stanislaus, San Joaquin and 

Merced 

Fertilizer prices are HIGH and 
rising. 

The good news is that 
manure is a readily available source 
of nutrients. If you’re ready to use 
manure as a fertilizer, you need to 
consider a couple points. Knowing 
how many pounds of nutrients are 
applied to fields is an important part 
of crop nutrient budgets. Moisture 
content is variable which makes 
determining nutrient application rates 
challenging.

The higher the moisture, the less 
concentrated the nutrients are in that 
truckload of material. As-received 
values on a manure lab report, which 

account for the moisture in the manure, 
can be used to easily determine the 
quantity of nutrients applied to fields 
directly from the source.  Think of 
the as-received value as what is in the 
truck/spreader. Since the as-received 
lab analysis report takes the moisture 
dilution into account, the values can 
immediately be used to calculate the 
nutrient application rate. 

Let’s look at an example based on 
the included lab analysis. 

To calculate pounds of nitrogen 
applied per acre, we need to know 
two values: 1) weight of the material 
applied, let’s assume 20 tons manure/
acre and 2) %N as received, 0.54% 
from the report.

Field application (pounds N/acre):
1. First, divide 0.54% N by 100 to 
convert from % to a decimal: 0.54% N 
/ 100 = 0.0054 N
2. Next, multiply 0.0054 N by the 
applied tons/acre: 0.0054 N x 20 tons 

= 0.108 tons N
3. To covert tons to pounds, multiply 
by 2000 (there are 2,000 pouds in 
a ton): 0.108 tons N x 2000 = 216 
pounds N

In this application, you have 
applied 216 pounds N per acre. You 
can apply the above steps to any 
nutrient concentration expressed in 
%, as received. If your nutrient is 
expressed in ppm or mg/kg, change 
step 1 above by dividing by 1,000,000 
instead of 100.

In the example above, the 40.3% 
moisture (and corresponding DM) is 
a moot point, since it has no bearing 
on the final result of pounds N/acre 

applied. A common mistake would 
be to assume that you need to do 
something with these values. Moisture 
(and corresponding DM) is important, 
just not for this calculation. 

It is super important to remember 
that manure solids have nitrogen in the 
organic form. This form of nitrogen is 
slower release and only some will be 
available this growing season. Consult 
with your nutrient management adviser 
to use your solid manure strategically.

This all assumes you have a 
representative sample (composited 
from more than 10 grab samples). 
That’s a topic for a future newsletter 
article!

Hilmar Colony 4-H members
put out and picked up flags
along Lander Ave. in Hilmar
for Memorial Day to honor
those who have served!

4-H Club Spotlight
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FAIR HIGHLIGHTSFAIR HIGHLIGHTSFAIR HIGHLIGHTS

Wesley Fernandes, 
Dos Palos Community 4-H,

Reserve Grand Champion Poultry
Meat Pen-Merced County Fair

Hilmar Colony 4-H
Second Place Sheep Club Group,

Merced County Fair

Haley Hultgren, Atwater FFA,
Commercial Bred Heifer Show

4-H Rabbit Showmanship,
Merced County Fair

Makayla Ward,
El Capitan FFA

Showing her dairy replacement
heifer, Blessing

Cooper Johnstone, Lancers 4-H 
Carson Borba, Atwater FFA

Dairy Goat Show

Golden Valley FFA
First Place Swine
Chapter Group,

 Merced County Fair

Mady Dietz, Bear Creek 4-H
Grand Champion Market

Goat
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FAIR HIGHLIGHTSFAIR HIGHLIGHTSFAIR HIGHLIGHTS

Courtney Fernandes, 
Dos Palos Community 4-H,
Competing in Round Robin

Pacheco FFA
First Place Goat Chapter Group

Merced County Spring Fair

Ethan Slate, Atwater FFA,
Reserve Champion Market Steer

Serena Santos-Cuevas, 
OLF 4-H Grand Champion

Meat Pen

Colby Gomes, 
Bear Creek 4-H

Grand Champion Market Hog

FFA Market Swine,
Merced County Spring Fair

Mackenna Volt, 
Golden Valley FFA

Grand Champion Dairy
Replacement Heifer

4-H Sheep Showmanship
Merced County Spring Fair
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Farm Bureau at Work
By: CAFB

June 10, 2022 - 
Agricultural Employment

AB 2693 (Reyes) extends the 
requirement to report COVID-19 
out-breaks until January 2025. Farm 
Bureau and other organizations 
representing employers in Sacramento 
oppose on grounds that such reporting 
because the availability of vaccines, 
treatments, and the advent of herd 
immunity renders such reporting 
unnecessary. AB 2693 passed the 
Senate Labor, Public Employment 
and Retirement Committee on a 4-1 
vote and was referred to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on June 6. 
Animal Health & Welfare

The Department of Food and 
Agriculture released draft changes on 
Thursday to the proposed regulations 
regarding animal confinement – also 
known as Prop 12. CA Farm Bureau 
will review these changes and if a 
comment is warranted, staff will 
submit a letter by the deadline of 
June 24. Farm Bureau has expressed 
concern with the regulations 
throughout the process and will 
continue to engage CDFA staff. 
Climate Change

Cristina Garcia (D-Bell Gardens) 
has moved AB 2649 to be heard in the 
Senate Natural Resources Committee 
on Tuesday at 9am. This bill would 
set a state policy that the natural and 
working lands sector is responsible 
to sequester 60 million metric tons of 
carbon by 2030 and 75 million metric 
tons by 2035. This bill would also 
require 50% of the funds from all state 
program that services the natural and 
working lands sector (including but 
not limited to Healthy Soils, AMMP, 
SWEEP) to go to small and mid-sized 
farms and socially disadvantaged 
farmers. It would also require 30% of 
all funds provided to these programs 
to be offered for technical assistance. 
Farm Bureau will likely oppose the 
bill based on capacity and concerns 
regarding disruptions to existing and 
future programs. 
Commodity

The Senate Governmental 
Organization Committee will be 

meeting on Tuesday at 9am to 
discuss AB 778 (Eduardo Garcia, 
D-Coachella). This Farm Bureau 
supported bill would require state 
institutions, except schools, to buy 
California agricultural products at 
certain targets: 50% by 2025, 60% by 
2027 and 75% by 2030. 

The Senate Education Committee 
will be hearing AB 558 (Adrin 
Nazarian, D-San Fernando) on 
Wednesday morning. This bill would 
offer an additional $0.30 per meal 
for schools who choose to purchase 
plant-based alternatives to meat and 
dairy products. Farm Bureau and 
other agricultural organizations are in 
opposition. 
Elections

Tuesday, June 7 was the Primary 
Election in California. On the ballot 
were statewide constitutional offices, 
U.S. Senate, twenty of the forty State 
Senate seats, and all eighty Assembly 
offices, as well as primary contests 
for some county offices. Heading 
into the election, there were a few 
notable differences from years past. 
In December, new district lines for 
Congress, State Senate, and State 
Assembly were drawn. This means you 
might have someone new representing 
you in one of these offices. Beyond 
that, there were 18 resignations or 
retirements where a seat would be 
open for someone new. Combined, this 
election would be one full of new faces 
and new names.

Before the polls even closed on 
Tuesday, we knew there would be 
low turnout. How low remains to 
be seen as there are still millions of 
ballots to count, but with all 22 million 
California voters receiving a ballot, 
look for turnout percentages in the 
mid-twenties.

At the top of the ticket was the 
race for Governor, and with a recall 
election just nine months behind us, 
Gavin Newsom easily sailed to be the 
top vote getter in the contest. Bieber 
State Senator Brian Dahle clinched 
second and both will advance to 
the November General election on 
November 8, 2022. Other statewide 
contest outcomes are listed below:

Lieutenant Governor: Eleni 

Kounalakis (D) versus Angela 
Underwood Jacobs (R) Secretary 
of State: Shirley Weber (D) versus 
Rob Bernosky (R)
Controller: Lanhee Chen (R) versus 
Malia Cohen (D) Treasurer: Fiona 
Ma (D) versus Andrew Do (R)
U.S. Senate: Alex Padilla (D) 
versus Mark Meuser (R)
Insurance Commissioner: Ricardo 
Lara (D) versus Robert Howell (R). 
This race is still too close to call.
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction: Tony Thurmond (D) 
will face a second-place challenger.
This race is still too close to call.
Candidates must pick which party 

they are registered as and how they 
want to identify to voters. In two races, 
one for Attorney General, and one for 
Governor, two candidates ran without 
a label and without a party preference. 
California voters rejected both in what 
seems like a rebuke to anything other 
than a two-party system. Farm Bureau 
has been closely tracking these and all 
the other races from Tuesday. We will 
continue to monitor all races until the 
election is certified.
Feed

The Department of Food and 
Agriculture has announced two 
vacancies on the Feed Inspection 
Advisory Board Technical Advisory 
Subcommittee (TASC). This 
subcommittee provides technical 
and scientific advice to the Feed 
Inspection Advisory Board on animal 
food nutrition, safety and efficacy data 
review of new and unapproved feed 
ingredients, research project oversight 
and other issues. Applicants must have 
expertise in toxicology, pathology, 
ruminant and non-ruminant nutrition. 
The term is three years. Interested 
applicants should send a resume and a 
questionnaire to SAFE@cdfa.ca.gov 
by July 2, 2022. 
Forestry & Wildfire

US Forest Service Solicitation - 
The US Forest Service has issued 
Solicitation No. 12363N22Q4055 
for the Pacific Southwest (PSW) 
Stewardship Blanket Purchase 
Agreement (BPA) covering Federal 
and local agency lands within 150 
miles of the boundaries of the Plumas, 

Lassen, Modoc, Tahoe, LTBMU, 
Eldorado, Stanislaus, Sierra, Inyo, 
Sequoia, Klamath, Shasta-Trinity, 
Six Rivers, and Mendocino National 
Forests in California. Multiple 
awards will be made for this BPA 
on an individual National Forest 
basis once the Forest Service has 
evaluated the technical proposals and 
pricing submitted in response to the 
solicitation. Examples of the types of 
Hazardous Fuels and Restoration work 
that may be included are cutting and 
removal of sawtimber, non-sawtimber, 
and/or biomass; mastication, 
hand cutting and piling; and road 
maintenance.

The period of performance of the 
awarded Blanket Purchase Agreements 
is 10 years from date of contract 
with option to extend up to 20 years. 
This BPA will be the primary means 
in which future Call Orders issued 
include: (1) Integrated Resource 
Service Contract (IRSC) with required 
timber product removal; (2) Service-
based IRSC that includes the option 
for Timber Subject to Agreement 
products to be removed when there is 
no required timber product removal; 
and (3) Restoration- based Service 
contract in which no timber product 
removal is included.

Future Call Orders for specific 
projects will be emailed to only the 
Contractors awarded under this BPA. 
As such, it is imperative that all 
interested individuals have an email 
account, and that all firms must be 
actively registered in the System for 
Award Management (SAM) at https://
www.sam.gov to be eligible for award 
under this solicitation. If not actively 
registered, the Forest Service will be 
unable to make a BPA award; thereby, 
effectively excluding an otherwise 
successful offeror from receiving a 
Call Order solicitation.

Registration in SAM is a free 
service. Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center (PTAC) offers 
resources that are available free of 
charge at www.aptac-us.org/find-
a-ptac/ in order to assist with both 

See 'Farm Bureau at Work' Page 9
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SAM registration and in proposal 
submission. Join an informational and 
instructional meeting for industry and 
interested contractors on Thursday, 
June 16, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. To join the 
meeting, call (202) 650-0123 and enter 
Conference ID: 824 086 626#.

Proposals for this BPA are due 
by 5:00 p.m. PT on Friday, July 15, 
2022, and must be emailed to mark.
phillipp@usda.gov and nikki.layton@
usda.gov. Review the solicitation 
attachments here. If you have any 
issues downloading the documents, 
contact Nikki Layton at nikki.layton@
usda.gov. Technical questions should 
be emailed to Curtis Yocum at curtis.
yocum@usda.gov and Brad Seaberg at 
bradford.seaberg@usda.gov 
Pesticides

The Department of Pesticide 
Regulation will be hosting three 
workshops on June 27, 28 and 29th 
on the development of a statewide 
pesticide notification system. Below 
are live links to each workshop:
• Monday, June 27: 1:00-3:00 P.M.
•  Tuesday, June 28: 10:00 A.M. - 

12:00 P.M.
• Wednesday, June 29: 6:00-8:00 

P.M.
Four pilot projects are currently 

underway in Ventura, Riverside, Santa 
Cruz, and Stanislaus counties. More 
information about the individual 
pilots and the state’s proposal can 
be found here. Farm Bureau will be 
providing information to County Farm 
Bureaus and members interested in 
participating. 
The Office of Pesticide 
Consultation and Analysis (OPCA) is 
hosting a public conference on June 
28, 2022 from 8:30am to 12:30pm. 
OPCA provides consultation to the 
California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation (DPR) with a focus on 
the economic analysis of potential 
pesticide regulatory impacts and 
pest management alternatives that 
may mitigate impacts on production 
agriculture in California. The 
conference will host discussions 
their grant-funded research projects, 
including biological controls, mating 

disruption, and other reduced-risk pest 
management practices. Economists and 
scientists will also present on organic 
and integrated pest management 
practices, cost and return studies, and 
the tension between food safety and 
some alternative practices. Attendees 
may be able to obtain continuing 
education credits with the Department 
of Food and Agriculture. 

Transportation
This week, CARB held a Board 

Meeting to discuss the proposed 
Advanced Clean Cars II Regulations 
rulemaking proposal. According to 
staff, “the Advanced Clean Cars II 
(ACC II) regulatory proposal will 
drive the sales of zero emission 
vehicles (ZEV) to 100-percent 
ZEVs in California by the 2035 
model year while reducing smog-
forming emissions from new internal 
combustion engine vehicles (ICEVs). 
Additionally, the proposed charging 
and ZEV assurance measures, which 
include proposals to set minimum 
warranty and durability requirements, 
increase serviceability, and facilitate 
battery labeling, will help ensure 
consumers can successfully replace 
their ICEVs within California 
households with new or used vehicles 
that meet their needs for transportation 
and protect the emission benefits of 
the program. These standards will also 
reduce the total cost of ownership for 
passenger cars and light trucks, saving 
drivers money in the long term and 
further promoting consumer adoption.” 
Thursday’s meeting focused on this 
sole agenda item as the Board heard 
from over 100 public commenters. CA 
Farm Bureau provided commentary 
that focused on the hurdles this 
regulation will pose on rural 
communities. In our testimony, CAFB 
acknowledged that “Our members 
and their employees, already face 
interconnection hurdles without this 
added burden. Increased utility rates 
and limited grid access currently effect 
management decisions, and farming 
practices. If there is not enough 
grid capacity or infrastructure today 
to operate water pumps and basic 
farm equipment, how can we expect 
enough additional capacity for electric 
charging for on- farm and employee 
vehicles?” In closing Farm Bureau 
added, “CAFB asks for a closer 

review of rural utility availability and 
capacity. This is a vital component of 
this proposed regulation which has yet 
to be addressed. Without a massive 
investment in rural CA, we will be left, 
quite literally, in the dark.” An official 
15-day comment period will open in 
the coming weeks. Farm Bureau will 
remain engaged on the issue. 
Water

The State Water Resources Control 
Board curtailed the following water 
rights this week, effective Wednesday, 
June 8th:
I. Water rights and claims on 
the following Sacramento River 
tributaries:

1. Post-1914 appropriative water 
rights and pre-1914 appropriative 
water right claims in the Putah Creek 
subwatershed outside of the Legal 
Delta with a priority date of 1850 or 
later;
2. Post-1914 appropriative water 
rights and pre-1914 appropriative 
water right claims in the Cache 
Creek subwatershed with a priority 
date of 1859 or later;
3. Post-1914 appropriative 
water rights in the Bear River 
subwatershed with a priority date of 
1942 or later; and
4. Post-1914 appropriative 
water rights in the Stony Creek 
subwatershed with a priority date of 
1957 or later.

II. Water rights and claims on 
the following San Joaquin River 
tributaries:

1. All post-1914 appropriative water 
rights, pre-1914 appropriative water 
right claims, and riparian water 
right claims in the Calaveras River 
subwatershed outside of the Legal 
Delta;
2. All post-1914 appropriative water 
rights, pre-1914 appropriative water 
right claims, and riparian water 
right claims in the Chowchilla River 
subwatershed; and
3. Post-1914 appropriative water 
rights and pre-1914 appropriative 
water right claims in the Merced 
River subwatershed with a priority 
date of 1859 or later.

III. Post-1914 appropriative water 
rights and pre-1914 appropriative 
water right claims in the San Joaquin 
River watershed outside of the Legal 
Delta with a priority date of 1900 or 

later.
Farm Bureau expects these 

curtailments to continue until 
significant precipitation occurs. The 
next water board curtailment status 
update is anticipated to be no later 
than June 14th. Click here on the Delta 
Watershed Curtailment Status List 
for the status of each water right and 
claim in the Delta watershed. More 
information about drought in the Delta 
watershed can be viewed at the Delta 
Drought webpage.  

The State Water Resources 
Control Board staff held the second 
of three Water Rights and Water 
Quality Fees Stakeholder meetings 
this week. The first was in March 
after the Governor’s proposed budget 
was released at the beginning of the 
year. This week’s meeting provided 
estimated adjustments based on the 
May revisions to the budget, laying out 
what fees could ultimately look like for 
the 2022-23 fiscal year water quality 
programs and the Waste Discharge 
Permit Fund (WDPF). Current 
projections by water board staff are a 
$1.4 million, or a .84 percent increase 
in the WDPF and a 7.2 percent 
increase in the Water Rights Fund. 
Staff will make a final recommendation 
to their board after the budget is 
adopted and budget trailer bills tell 
the complete picture. The board is 
expected to adopt the fee schedules 
in September. The projections below 
are considering the WDPF has a zero 
fund balance and is adjusted to achieve 
a 5 percent fund reserve. The WDPF 
houses the following 8 programs and 
the water board staff is projecting the 
following increases for each program 
in the 2022-23 FY:

1. Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDR)-6.6% increase
2. Land Disposal-5.2% increase
3. WQC (401 certs)-25.6% increase
4. National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) for 
Stormwater-1.4% increase
5. NPDES for Wastewater-5.5% 
increase
6. Confined Animal Facilities 
(CAF)-4.4% increase
7. Ag Lands (ILRP)-6.8% increase
8. Cannabis-5.0% (which is still a 
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standalone program that the other 
7 do not subsidize). Foundational 
programs are spread across all 
WDPF programs and it accounts for 
about 30 percent overall. 

Foundational programs include:
1. Basin Planning
2. Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs)
3. Surface Water Ambient 
Monitoring Program (SWAMP)
4. Groundwater Ambient Monitoring 
(GAMA)
5. SWRCB Fee Staff costs
6. Monitoring
7. Enforcement

8. Inspections
9. Etc.
The California Farm Bureau 

is monitoring all Fee Stakeholder 
meetings and advocating for general 
fund dollars to support the fees 
during these times of a healthy state 
budget and tough economic times in 
agriculture due to the drought. 
Wildlife

The California Fish and Game 
Commission will hold a meeting 
next week to discuss the petition to 
list the Western Joshua Tree (WJT) 
under CESA, among other agenda 
items. Last week, CA Farm Bureau 
joined a large coalition to oppose 
the petition. After reviewing the 
documents, CAFB and our partners 
support the recommendation by the 

Department of Fish and Wildlife that 
the recommended action to list the 
WJT as threatened is not warranted 
and urge the California Fish and 
Game Commission to deny the 
petition. According to the Department 
as stated in its report, “The recent 
demographic trend information 
available to the Department suggests 
that density or extent of some 
populations may decline by the 
end of the 21st century (2100), but 
due to continuing recruitment, high 
abundance, widespread distribution, 
and the longevity of the species, the 
available demographic data does 
not currently suggest that western 
Joshua tree is likely to be at risk of 
disappearing from a significant portion 
of its range during this timeframe.” 

The Department’s report further states 
that “the best scientific information 
available to the Department at this 
time indicates that WJT is not in 
serious danger of becoming extinct 
throughout all, or a significant portion, 
of its range due to one or more causes, 
including loss of habitat, change in 
habitat, overexploitation, predation, 
competition, or disease, and is not 
likely to become an endangered 
species in the foreseeable future in 
the absence of special protection 
and management efforts required 
by CESA.” For these reasons, the 
organizations who signed onto the 
coalition letter respectfully request 
that the California Fish and Game 
Commission deny the petition to list 
the Western Joshua Tree as threatened. 

Are you in compliance 
with State and Local 
waste water regulations?

What is  
your company 
putting down 
the sewer?

Ask us how we can help you manage your wastewater the right way!
Custom Solutions | Water Recycle Systems | Steamers | Pressure Washers | Parts & Accessories

Take advantage of our no-obligation 
/ no-cost consultation to help determine 
the best options for your company. Our expert 
team can advise you on the best ways to 
manage wastewater, save water, improve 
efficiencies and reduce costs.

We can help you to comply and avoid 
being red tagged. Our cost-effective 
wastewater management equipment solutions 
can help you resolve discharge issues. 

If you answered “Don’t 
Know” or “Not Sure”, 
your wastewater 
discharge practices may 
get you “red tagged” 
and shut down by the 
Water Board agencies for 
unintentionally releasing 
untreated pollutants.

PacificBayEquipment.com 
209.578.3925

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
BAY AREA | SANTA ROSA | MODESTO

FORMERLY HOTSY PACIFIC

WE’RE BEST UNDER PRESSURE  |  YOUR TRUSTED RESOURCE FOR OVER 30 YEARS
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Platinum Hertiage Members

Gold Heritage Members
Grimbleby Coleman 

CPAs
Holt Ag Solutions Minturn Nut Company Turlock Irrigation 

District

Merced County Farm Bureau Hertiage Members

Valley Pacific Petroleum Services Inc.

BUILT FOR AGRICULTURE

Call 800.800.4865 today  
or visit AgLoan.com/Built-for-Ag

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Our mission is to improve the lives of farmers  

and ranchers while serving all segments of agriculture.  

Whether you’re looking to buy land, invest in equipment or  

refinance an existing loan to save money, we have the  

financial solutions and expertise to help you get the job done. 
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26%
Tax Incentive 
100% Depreciation
Benefits

GO SOLAR
WITH SOLEEVA

W E  T R E A T  Y O U  L I K E  F A M I L Y

Get a Free Estimate for Your Farm and House

Soleeva.com | (833) 820-8080

No
Maintenance
Self-Cleaning
Technology

Eliminate
Your
Electric Bill

Meet our Intern
animals at the May Day fair in Los 
Banos, Dairy cattle judging, working 
at the Cal Poly creamery, and speaking 
competitions. All these encounters 
have made me more aware and 
knowledgeable on issues within our 
industry.    

I am currently a senior at California 
Polytechnic University in San Luis 
Obispo where I am majoring in 
Agricultural Communications and 
minoring in Agribusiness. I hope to 
graduate in the spring with hopes 
of furthering my education into 
graduate school to obtain my master’s 
degree in agricultural education. For 
my futures endeavors I see myself 
pursuing an occupation in agricultural 

sales, journalism in agriculture, 
or agricultural teaching. I will be 
well prepared for the future with 
experiences and connections I have 
made along the way.

As the new intern at Merced 
County Farm Bureau, I am thankful 
and beyond blessed to be able to 
experience this opportunity through 
making personal connections within 
the county, working collaboratively 
with my colleagues, and advocating for 
agriculture in any form. I am excited 
to learn more about the agricultural 
industry through the Merced County 
Farm Bureau and I can not wait to see 
what my summer internship has in 
store for me. 

Hello Merced County Farm Bureau!
My name is Gianna Azevedo, and I am the new intern at Merced 

County Farm Bureau. I was born and raised right here in Merced County 
in the small 
town of Gustine! 
Agriculture has 
been in my family 
for five generations 
where we own 
a Holstein dairy 
farm while also 
operating over 100 
acres in almond 
orchards. Some 
of my encounters 
in the agricultural 
industry began 
with exhibiting my 



Page 13Merced County Farm News • June 18, 2022

Merced County Farm Bureau's
Feature Exhibit won First Place
and Most Educational Exhibit
at the Merced County Fair!



Page 14 Merced County Farm News • June 18, 2022

Deficit irrigation is the practice of reducing irrigation to create a desired

stress level. Growers may utilize deficit irrigation at the start of hull-split for:

More uniform hull-split

Less hull rot

Improved water use efficiency

Scan the QR codes to learn more about

defecit irrigation and how it can benefit you!

Save Water and 

Improve Efficiency

Regulated Deficit Irrigation:

Is it appropriate for your

operation?" - The Almond

Doctor (article) 

The Irrigation Station |

Strategic Deficit

Irrigation (video) 
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Foster Farms sold: Experts optimistic after 
firm acquires one of Stanislaus County's major 

employers

Merced county FarM news saturday, noveMber 16, 2013, page 12

the former Florence Cardoza of 
Merced in 1942.

After the war, and during his 
life as a sweet potato farmer, he 
served as President of the Cali-
fornia Sweet Potato Council, and 
US Sweet Potato Council, where 
he was a Director for over 20 
years.  He was the first Califor-
nia farmer to attend the National 
Sweet Potato Convention, among 
other industry firsts.  Joe ser-
ved as President of the Merced 
County Farm Bureau, and was 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Nisei Farmers League.  He for-
med the California Sweet Potato 
Growers Co-op in Livingston, 
along with several other local 
growers, which is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year.

His interests and community 
involvement were very diverse-
from serving as a founding 
member of the Livingston Me-
dical Group, to past-President 
of Livingston Rotary, to being 

known as the “Voice of Livings-
ton.” From 1946 to 1996, he an-
nounced all the Livingston High 
School football games, lending 
his strong voice to the communi-
ty by also announcing everything 
in Livingston from parades to 
radio programs. He served on the 
Livingston Elementary School 
Board and the Merced County 
Recreation Commission for many 
years. Joe’s acting skills even 
benefited the Livingston Little 
Theater Group, where he star-
red in several productions, most 
notably as Elwood P. Dowd in 
“Harvey”.

His love of baseball began at an 
early age and became a life-long 
interest that manifested itself into 
a devotion to the sport for over 
eighty years.  He organized the 
first kid’s hardball team in Mer-
ced County in the early 50’s.  He 
was particularly fond of Ame-
rican Legion Baseball, serving 
as a coach, sponsor, announcer 

and booster for over fifty years.  
This led to his being appointed 
the third Area Commissioner 
of Baseball.  All of these years 
of being involved in baseball 
in Livingston culminated in the 
community baseball field being 
renamed the “Joe F. Alvernaz 
Baseball Field,” something he 
was so proud of.

Joe was predeceased by his 
parents, Joe and Mabel Alvernaz, 
brothers, Arthur and John Al-
vernaz, and sister, Mary Geyer.  
He was also predeceased by his 
oldest son, Joey Alvernaz, in 
1980 and by his wife of 64 years, 
Florence, in 2007.

He is survived by five children, 
Judy Blevins, James (Colette) 
Alvernaz, and Benjamin (Debbie) 
Alvernaz of Livingston; Cecelia 
(James) Simon of San Diego, and 
Susan (Randall) Wilson of Ma-
riposa, a sister, Cecelia Luker of 
Atwater, 17 grandchildren and 13 

great grandchildren.
His light on earth has dimmed, 

but heaven is brighter as he has 
joined Florence, the true love of 
his life.

So long to our Dad, coach, 
neighbor and everyone’s friend.  
He will be deeply and painfully 
missed, yet celebrated, honored 
and never forgotten.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations may be 
made to Grace Nursing Home in 
Livingston or to the Joe F. Al-
vernaz Memorial Fund to benefit 
youth baseball in Livingston.

Sweet Potato Joe was the 
Farm Bureau President from 
1983-1986 and hired long-time 
staff member Lorraine Passa-
dori when she showed up in her 
clown costume for the interview. 
Agriculture lost a strong advo-
cate that will truly be missed. We 
will continue to keep his family 
in our thoughts and prayers.

Sweet Potato Joe from page 1

Pazin & Myers, Inc.
129 West 15th Street
Merced, Ca  95340

Serving Merced and Mariposa Coun-
ties for over 35 years!

(209)725-2050

Meeting all of your residential, 
farming, commercial, and retail needs...

GASOLINE - DIESEL - QUALITY LUBRICANTS

By: Gabriel Porras, ABC10

TURLOCK, Calif. — Strolling 
through the aisles of grocery 
stores across the west coast, it is 

almost impossible not to encounter one 
of the valley's most established brands: 
Foster Farms.

"Foster Farms is by far the 
largest company in the West and 
the Foster family has built it into a 
very successful enterprise," said Bill 
Mattos, the President of California's 
Poultry Federation. "Some of their 
products go throughout the nation."

When Mattos heard Tuesday that 
Connecticut's Atlas Holdings had 
finalized an agreement to purchase the 
Livingston-based company, he and 
other local economic experts weren't 
surprised. 

"It wasn't a surprise that people 
were interested in the biggest, largest, 
most successful company in the West," 
Mattos said. "I'm sure it was a property 
that a lot of people wanted and it's 
probably doing, according to the 
records, $3 billion a year."

Some of that estimated $3 billion 
in annual profits has come from the 
work of thousands of employees in 
Stanislaus County where the company 
has a "Turkey Divison" in the city of 
Turlock.

Foster Farms' footprint in the 
valley has made it one of Stanislaus 
County's top 26 employers, according 
to the Employment Development 
Department. 

Days after the private equity firm 
announced the acquisition of Foster 
Farms, a major west coast provider 
of fresh and frozen poultry products, 
experts are expressing general 
optimism over how the sale will 
impact the local economy, including 
Stanislaus State economics professor 
Dr. Gökçe Soydemir.

"There may be some restructuring 

going on. Usually, companies become 
more efficient," Dr. Soydemir said. 
"But because of that, I think jobs will 
be positively affected."

According to Soydemir, the sale 
will move Foster Farms from being 
a fully private company to being 
accountable to stockholders. The 
shift, Soydemir predicts, will force 
the company to be more efficient and 
waste fewer resources.

"Atlas reporting to stockholders 
is a very different issue and ballgame 
as opposed to family-owned," Dr. 
Soydemir said.

The acquisition will also expose 
Foster Farms to new opportunities, Dr. 
Soydemir says. With new resources 
and eyes on the company through a 
new leadership team, Dr. Soydemir 
expects that Foster Farms could begin 
to produce more and become a more 
dominant brand nationwide.  

"Atlas has several manufacturing 
activities going on with distribution," 
Dr. Soydemir said. "By acquiring 
Foster Farms, it will be easier to 
incorporate those and realize the lower 
costs and being able to decrease costs." 

While the likelihood of expansion 
looms on the horizon for Foster Farms, 
Mattos hopes that what brought 
the family company to success will 
continue to carry it forward.

"Foster Farms and our California 
companies have always listened to 
consumers. I think that's the important 
aspect," Mattos said. "With the team 
I see coming into Foster Farms 
now, that's not going to change. It's 
dynamic, it's powerful and they're very 
knowledgeable about the industry."

Both Mattos and Dr. Soydemir 
expressed optimism about the general 
future of the company and expect to 
see Foster Farms products on more 
store shelves in the future as a result of 
the sale.

On a wider scale, Dr. Soydemir 
says that the acquisition puts the valley 

in a prime place for investment and 
market dominance.

"Becoming more competitive 
means they won't be price takers in the 
same capacity as before, now they're 

going to have a price-setting behavior," 
Dr. Soydemir said. "Right before we 
had Save Mart being acquired, and 
now we have this, so it's bringing a lot 
of visibility."
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Education Update

2022 Recipients 

Stephanie Pasley

Special Education, Ballico-Cressey

Lesson: California Crops
Agricultural education provides students the opportunity to learn about

where their food comes from while also reinforcing lessons in core subjects
like math, science and reading. I love teaching unconventional lessons that
provide my students opportunities to learn in different ways. I feel that it is
important to teach students about agriculture because it helps them further

understand the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. Harvesting crops gives
students an input of what farming is all about. Also, agriculture is an

example that hard work does pay off in the end. Farmers are able to see the
growth that is being made from start to finish showing endurance. This is
important for students to keep in mind that in order to succeed and fulfill

their accomplishments, they must follow through and not delay in a state of
stagnation. Agriculture is ever changing, never boring, hands on and allows

you to have fun while engaging your students in learning all at the same
time. 

 

Recipients were asked to respond to 

“Why do you believe it is important to teach agriculture in the classroom?”

 

Katie Young

Kindergarten, Cressey Elementary

Lesson: Salsa
   Agriculture is a fundamental piece of our daily lives. There are so many

branches of Ag to learn about. It is important to teach about it in the
classroom so children not only have an understanding of where food comes
from, but grow a love of the earth, becoming caretakers and innovators for

our future.
 
 

Heather Calvert

First Grade, Franklin Elementary

Lesson: Honey Bees
This opportunity caught my attention because my family has been involved in
the ag industry in one way or another from when I was young, growing up on a

horse ranch and now running our own hay business. I can see how Ag has
impacted my life. As I evaluated this opportunity I realized that just as the Ag
industry has impacted my life; the Ag industry also impacts all of my students'

lives in one way or another from providing food on their tables to clothes to
wear to school. This is an industry that can provide a wide range of

opportunities for my students in the future! That is why it was important for
me to begin introducing the students in my classroom to this amazing

opportunity! 
 
 

Anna Buttrey

First Grade, Peterson Elementary

Lesson: Honey Bees
“Agriculture is the most healthful, most useful and most noble employment of

man.” - George Washington
Being an elementary school teacher, I have the opportunity to reach many

kids throughout the years. Our daily needs such as food, clothing, medicine,
and even the paper that is used daily in today's schools requires agriculture.

Students need an understanding and an appreciation of where their food and
products come from and the area that they live in. The Central Valley plays an
important role in feeding the world. It’s necessary that we make agriculture a
part of our education so the appreciation is never lost for those who feed us

and the process it takes to make it happen. It is a lifestyle that I hope to spark
an interest in for the next generation. 

 
 

Erin Burns

Fourth Grade, Rivera Elementary

Lesson: Dairy
I believe teaching agriculture in the classroom is so import because students
need to know and understand where our food comes from. They need to be

aware of how important agriculture is to our state, our country and our world.
There are so many job opportunities in agriculture that students need to be
exposed to. Any and every time I can teach agriculture in the classroom, I

jump on the opportunity because I value its importance to us all. 
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Suzie Huie

Second Grade, Gracie Elementary

Lesson: Dairy

As adults, we know the significance of agriculture in Merced County and the
Central Valley. Children don't know unless they live it or are taught it. Sadly, I
was one of those kids. I lived in the city limits of Merced as a child and knew
there were crops growing 'in the country' and there were animals at the fair.

Unfortunately, it wasn't until I was a young adult that it became a prominent
part of my knowledge. Kids love to learn about real life topics that affect

them. Most young children have no idea how their food gets to their home.
Teaching them about agriculture connects them to the steps to build a

relationship with that process. If they're lucky they know someone that works
on a farm and have some insight into the ground level of food production.

Maybe they know a truck driver, or a grocery store worker. Some don't have
any of those connections and therefore no background knowledge of how

food gets to their table. Building that knowledge also gives them a potential
future in the process. With so much agriculture around us, many children will
find jobs in the field. Perhaps teaching them about it at an early age will start

their relationship with it and we may steer them towards a future career in
Merced County agriculture.

 
 

Education Update

2022 Recipients 

Recipients were asked to respond to 

“Why do you believe it is important to teach agriculture in the classroom?”

 

Joanna Massey

Kindergarten-Sixth Grade, Ballico Elementary

Lesson: School Garden

Agriculture can be related to every aspect of our lives: how we are able to grow
food for ourselves and others, water management and conversation, soil

management and conversation, animal husbandry, land management, and so
much more. Today's agriculture also calls for technology, scientific

innovation, and practicing environmental stewardship. Every content
standard that we currently teach within our schools can be tied in and taught
along with agriculture. The teaching of agriculture in our classrooms allows

us to create and sustain our workforce within AG, create informed consumers,
as well as produce the next generation that will create the next innovations in

Agriculture.
 
 

Congratulations to our seven recipients! 

We encourage you to continue teaching

agriculture lessons in your classroom.
 

Young Agriculturist Speaker Series

This Fall Merced County Farm Bureau will be hosting a Young Agriculturist Speaker Series for our local

youth (high school and junior college). Topics that will be covered include career pathways and

development, finance, how the legislative system works and more.  Our speakers include Shannon

Douglass, 1st Vice President California Farm Bureau, Barbara Stowell, Financial Advisor IWM Partners,

Megan Belair, Assemblyman Adam Gray's office, and Joe Sansoni, Merced County Farm Bureau President.

 

For more information or if you are interested in attending, 

contact Alexxis Rudich at arudich@mercedfarmbureau.org or 209-723-3001.
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June Dairy Month – A Celebration of All That 
is Dairy

From small farms to large commercial 
operations, the INSURICA Agriculture 
Experts have grown up in agricultural 
communities.  

We’ve designed insurance programs 
to provide broad and flexible 
coverage for both your personal and 
business needs.

Tom Murphy | 209.353.2700 | tmurphy@INSURICA.com | INSURICA.com

By: California Milk Advisory Board

June Dairy Month is a time to 
celebrate our favorite dairy foods 
while paying homage to the cows 

who provide us with nutritious milk 
and the farmers who work tirelessly 
to nourish the world. Milk and 
dairy products sustain our bodies by 
delivering a good balance of protein, 
fat, and carbohydrates, and contain 
essential nutrients such as calcium, 
riboflavin, phosphorous, vitamins 
A and B12, potassium, magnesium, 
zinc, and iodine. Dairy products 
are not only nutritious, but are also 
versatile, playing a prominent role in 
everyday life. Summer is the perfect 
time to enjoy all that dairy has to offer, 
whether that is butter on corn, cheese 
on a burger at your next barbecue, or 
an ice cream cone to cool down on a 
scorching hot day. 

Nourishing the World with 
Wholesome Dairy

California’s dairy farm families are 
committed to supporting communities 
in need. Through #CADAIRY4GOOD 
initiatives, Real California Milk 
provided more than 1 million servings 
of milk through grants to food banks 
throughout the state in 2020 and in 
2021 delivered 14 refrigeration units 
to school milk pantries in the Central 
Valley and supported grassroots milk 
drives during Hunger Action Month. 
This year, California dairy families 
are partnering with Feeding America 
and the California Association of Food 
Banks to support feeding programs 
serving families facing food insecurity. 
The partnership kicks off in June 
Dairy Month with the launch of a pilot 
program to provide 192,000 pounds of 
cheese (more than 3 million servings) 
to food bank sites throughout the 
state followed by “Giving Gallons” 
initiatives during September for 
Hunger Action Month to create access 
to fluid milk, one of the most requested 
yet least donated items at food banks. 

Planet-Smart Dairy Farming 

California dairy farmers are 
committed to creating a more 
sustainable future using farming 
practices that use less water, land, 
energy, and fossil fuels, as well as 
reducing the production of greenhouse 
gas emissions. California dairies are 
working hard to achieve a statewide 
goal of a 40% reduction in methane 
emissions by 2030. California dairy 
farm families have a long commitment 
to providing products that keep 
the state’s finite resources and 
environmental balance in mind. For 
example, the amount of water used per 
gallon of milk produced has decreased 
by more than 88 percent over a 50-
year period, due to improved feed crop 
production, water use efficiency and the 
use of byproducts as feed ingredients. 

California dairy farmers continue 
to make strides in reducing methane 
emissions through investment and 
innovation. According to a 2020 study 
published in the Journal of Dairy 
Science, greenhouse gas emissions per 
gallon of milk produced in California 
have decreased by more than 45 
percent over the last 50 years.

The use of anaerobic digesters, 
which turn manure methane into 
renewable electricity, renewable natural 
gas, or hydrogen fuel, are driving much 
of this progress. 

At Calgren Dairy Fuels in Pixley, 
California, biogas from cow manure 
collected at 16 Tulare County dairies 
is converted to renewable compressed 
natural gas (CNG) and introduced 
directly into the Southern California 
Gas Co., which serves 21.7 million 
customers.

Phase one of this dairy digester 
pipeline cluster is capturing 150,000+ 
tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
greenhouse gases and displacing more 
than 3 million gallons of fossil fuel-
based transportation fuel annually. The 
CNG is made available as a near-zero 
emissions fuel for heavy-duty trucks, 
replacing existing fossil-fuel diesel.

Another step is innovation to 
reduce methane emissions from the 
source. Researchers at the University 

of California, Davis, are conducting 
studies to help dairy farmers adjust 
their cows’ diets. For example, diets 
that include alfalfa, flax, and other 
plants high in omega-3s such as 
seaweed have shown to reduce enteric 
methane from cattle digestion.

Paired with alternate manure 
management projects, over the next 
25 years these collective projects are 
estimated to reduce more than 55 
million metric tons of greenhouse 
gases. That’s an annual emissions 
reduction equal to taking more than 
half a million cars off the road.

Cattle have a unique digestive 
system that enables them to unlock 
nutrients from plants in a way we 
cannot. This means dairy cows can 
upcycle byproducts of food and 
fiber production that are inedible 
for humans, minimizing waste and 
resources like water while reducing 
emissions from landfills. These 
byproducts, like almond hulls and 
citrus pulp, account for upwards 
of 40 percent of a California dairy 
cow’s diet.

Dairy farms are also focused on 
water-smart management practices. 
Water recycling is commonplace 
on California dairies, with the same 
drop of water used upwards of four 
times. Because 99 percent of the 
dairy farms in California are family-
owned, many of these sustainability 
practices have been passed down 

from generation to generation and 
improved upon over time.

The time-tested, future-forward 
approach of the Golden State’s dairy 
industry is focused on continued 
success on its journey toward climate 
neutrality – a goal we can be proud of 
during June and every month. 

Dairy products from the Golden 
State are not only delicious and 
nutritious but are sourced from dairy 
farmers who are leading the nation 
in sustainable dairy farming and are 
focused on preserving resources for 
future generations. California dairy 
farmers are part of and give back 
to their local communities and are 
committed to supplying the world with 
wholesome milk for the dairy products 
we love. This Summer when you reach 
for an ice cream cone on a hot summer 
day, think of California dairy farmers. 
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Highlights for National Dairy Month

By: Sophia LaMonica, UC Merced 
Library

June has been celebrated as 
National Dairy Month since 1937 
to promote drinking milk and 

to stabilize the dairy demand when 
production was at a surplus.

California's dairy reign began in 
the 1850s north of San Francisco, 
where the Point Reyes region joined 

New York state as the two centers of 
commercial dairy production in the 
country. In 1880, the California census 
counted 210,000 milk cows producing 
nearly 12 million gallons of milk. 

Food safety and quality have been 
priorities in the dairy industry for 
more than 100 years. In 1891, the 
Dairymen’s Union of California was 
founded to improve distribution both 
inside and outside the state, and to 
set quality standards and benchmark 
prices. The Dairymen’s Union 
created the State Dairy Bureau, which 
promoted dairy research and education 
at the state's agricultural colleges and 
inspected dairy operations to verify that 
they met state health standards. The 
partnership and cooperation between 
dairy farmers and the government 
helped California's dairy industry 
become an economic success.

A search for "dairy" in UC Merced 
Library's California Agricultural 

Resources Archive (CARA) yields 
nearly 400 digitized resources 
documenting the state's history of 
research and development in the dairy 
industry. Annual narrative reports 
of county agents, milk flavor and 
production cost surveys, cow census 
records, and dairy industry newsletters 
provide a picture of how California's 
dairy boom came to be.

In 1922, tester G. Wolf of the Farm 
Bureau Dairy Department of San 
Joaquin County reported 472 cows 
tested, 39 of which produced over 400 
pounds fat and made the state honor 
roll of butter fat production. These 
highs spotlighted the value of dairy 
animals and the efficiency of herds 
through improved knowledge and 
record-keeping of the milk and butter 
they produced.

In Merced County, the number of 
milk cows numbered 96,000 in 1946. 
Modern equipment made for more 

efficiency and larger herds, while 
improved breeding, feeding, and 
management upped production per 
cow.

Dairy Tales, published by UC 
Agricultural Extension’s Dr. John W. 
Seibert in 1983, presents a county-by-
county statistical picture of the dairy 
industry, and a window into milk's 
starring role in California agriculture. 
That year, California dairy farmers 
earned $1,885,472,000 from the sale of 
milk, and the average dairy farm sold 
14,202 lbs. of milk per day—producing 
enough milk in one day to meet all 
the dairy product needs of a family of 
four for over six years. A decade later, 
California became the leading dairy-
producing state in the nation.

In 2020, the value of milk produced 
in Merced County alone totaled 
$1,050,940,000 (Source: California 
County Ag Commissioner's Data 
Listing). 

Row of cows, circa 1920. Merced County UC 
Cooperative Extension Records.

Golden Valley FFA Dairy Judging Wins State 
Competition

By: Golden Valley FFA

The Golden Valley FFA Dairy 
Judging team was recently 
named the Overall High Team 

in the State at the California State 
FFA Judging Finals at Cal Poly, San 
Luis Obispo on May 7th. The Dairy 
Judging contest consists of multiple 
sub-contests which includes a judging 
of cows and heifers, oral reasons, and 
a knowledge exam. Team members on 
the State Champion and undefeated 
team included: Trevor Hath- 
Sophomore, Ryan Hath - Sophomore, 
Morgan Ramirez - Senior, Makenna 
Vlot - Sophomore, Emily Duval - 
Senior, and was coached by Leon Hath.

Individually, Trevor Hath was 
named the 3rd High Individual overall, 
Ryan Hath was the 4th High Individual 
overall, Morgan Ramirez was the 8th 

High Individual overall, and Makenna 
Vlot was the 12th High Individual 
overall. The team was also 1st High 
Team Overall in Reasons.

The purpose behind the contest is 
to build skills in the dairy industry 
judging both cows and heifers. After 
judging the individual classes, students 
gave 3 sets of oral reasons to judges. 
In addition, students took a knowledge 
based exam that revolves around the 
dairy industry.

The Dairy Judging team was 
coached by parent Leon Hath. Morgan 
Ramirez stated that the “Dairy Judging 
Contest taught her many various 
aspects of the Agriculture and Dairy 
industries which will be utilized 
throughout my entire life  and that I 
will always remember the fun times 
I had as a team the past year.” The 
team now will prepare for the National 

Competition in Indianapolis, Indiana in October. 

L to R: Morgan Ramirez, Makenna Vlot, Trevor Hath, Emily Duval, Ryan 
Hath, Coach Leon Hath
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Office: 209.378.2300  |  Mobile: 209.349.2225  |  jwatson@pearsonrealty.com

CALIORNIA’S LEADING FARM & RANCH SPECIALISTS

For a free consultation 
please contact:

JIM WATSON
Pearson Realty, Ag Division
Over 15 Years Experience & Service

A Tradition in Trust Since 1919

Specializing in:
Agricultural Land
Transitional Land
1031 Exchanges
Cattle Ranches
Recreational/Hunting

Sales & Service
 Vertical turbines Domestic pumps

   End suction booster pumps  Sewage & stormwater 
pumps Multi-stage pumps prefabricated booster systems 

for domestic, process & landscape requirements.  
Special metallurgy for all types of fluids. 

 In-house machine shop
All popular brands - HazMat 40HR Certified Techs

LICENSED, INSURED AND BONDED
SERVING THE INDUSTRY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

(209) 723-3904

Problem
Weed

Specialist

Custom Weed Control
Enterprises Inc.

WEED CONTROL
“We Use Environmentally Safe 

Proven Methods.”
RESIDENTIAL
   AGRICULTURAL
  COMMERCIAL
 INDUSTRIAL

Discing & Clean-up - Pre-Asphalt Application
Call Us First! 209 723-2161

est. 1973

We carry Bergstrom & RedDot
Fully stocked parts department

AC Hoses built on site

M-MIG CONSTRUCTION INC.
Serving Merced & Surrounding Counties

Specializing in Dairy Construction Steel
Buildings 

Locally Owned & Operated
Matthew Migliazzo - Owner
Contractors Lic. #870007
291 Business Park Way, Atwater

www.mmigconstruction.com
209-724-9488
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REPAIRS & SERVICES
AC King ...............................................722-3552
Atwater Radiator & Muffler, Inc. .......358-2638
Car Plus ..............................................722-3552
SS Blue  .............................................722-2583

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS
Allison Sierra, Inc. .............................966-4082
Dias Construction, Inc. ......................634-9601
Mid Cal Pipeline & Utilities, INC ....... 383-7473
M-Mig Construction, Inc. ...................724-9488

FARM EQUIPMENT
Garton Tractor, Inc. ............................726-4600
Holt Ag Solutions ...............................723-2021
J M Equipment Co Inc . ..................... 386-1797
Kirby Manufacturing ......................... 723-0778
Laird Mfg LLC ..................................... 722-4145
N&S Tractor .......................................383-5888

REAL ESTATE
Flanagan Realty .................723-4337 (Merced)
Flanagan Realty . (559) 665-1313 (Chowchilla)
Property Team ................................... 769-4698
Dick Templeton Property Team ........ 761-4441
Valley Real Estate Sales, Inc. ...........854-1000

GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS
Blue Diamond Growers ........... (559) 474-2996
California Farmland Trust ....... (916) 544-2712
California Sweet Potato Council ....... 385-7403
California Women for Agriculture .....723-5878
Central CA Irrigation District ............. 826-1421
Cortez Growers Association .............. 632-3118
Dos Palos Co-op Gin .......................... 387-4151
Farmers Rice Cooperative ...... (916) 923-5100
Gustine Drainage District  ................854-6782
Hilltop Ranch Inc. ...............................874-1875
Livingston Farmers Assoc ................. 394-7941
Merced Boosters ............................... 761-0815
Merced Irrigation District .................. 722-5761
Merced College Ag Division ..............384-6250
Turlock Irrigation District ...................883-8205
UCCE Merced ..................................... 385-7403
Water & Land Solutions .................... 677-4700

FARM SERVICES
A-Bar Ag Enterprises  ........................826-2636
Agri-Valley Consulting  ....................... 769-2357
Caddy Shack Rodent Servc.....(559) 363-3315
Cal Ag Safety ...................................... 351-0321
Cal Corn Growers Inc...............(559) 665-5775
Chipponeri Electric ............................ 634-4616
Dutch Door Dairy ...............................648-2166 

Farm Management Inc. .................... 667-1011
Guerrero Farm Labor ........................492-0408
Horizon Farms, Inc. ...........................383-5225
J & F Fertilizer ....................................854-6325
La Follette Enterprises, Inc. ..............632-1385
Mass Energy Works. ................(530) 710-8545
Machado Feed Company ..................658-5943
Maciel & Co ....................................... 777-0911
Mid Valley Ag Service ........................394-7981
Modern Dairy ..................................... 722-7452
Modesto Dairy Supply .......................669-6200
Silva & Sons Custom Spreading.......667-2566
Stone Family Spreading .................... 756-1491
The Pollination Connection ..... (877) 970-BEES 
(2337)

FOOD PROCESSING
A V Thomas Produce ......................... 394-7514
Dallas Distributing Co .......................394-2803
Del Rio Nut Company ........................394-7945
The Morning Star Company ..............826-8000
Minturn Huller Co-op .............. (559) 665-1185
Parreira Almond Processing Co. .......826-1262
Sensient Natural Ingredients (800) 558-9892
Yosemite Farms ................................. 383-3411

HARVESTING & HAULING
Baldes Hay Co ......................... (559) 718-9714
Bertuccio Hay .....................................761-6247
Castillo Brothers Hay ......................... 392-3817
Diamond J Farms ..............................564-0870
Minturn Huller Co-op .............. (559) 665-1185
Northern Merced Hulling ..................667-2308
Wallace & Son ................................... 382-0131

IRRIGATION, WELLS, & SEPTIC
Allison Sierra, Inc. .............................966-4082
Agri-Valley Irrigation  .........................384-8494
Dickey's Pump Service  ..................... 394-3112
Irrigation Design & Construction, LLC ...............
387-4500
Pacific Southwest Irrigation ..............460-0450
Precision Aqua ...................................756-2025
Quality Well Drillers ...........................357-0675
Rain for Rent/Westside Pump (559) 693-4315
Robal Inc. ...........................................826-4540
San Luis Pump Company. .................383-0464
Shannon Pump Company .................723-3904

INSECT & WEED CONTROL
Environmental Spraying Service  .....667-1038

Malm Ag Pest Management  ............392-6905
Star Creek Land  ............................... 704-1790

FARM SUPPLIES
Ag Flag  .............................................. 357-3424
Cal Farm Service ...............................358-1554
Kellogs Supply  ..................................722-1501
Livingston True Value ........................394-7949 
Hardware & Farm Supplies...............394-7949
Marfab ...............................................826-6700
Modesto Dairy Supply .......................669-6200
Stanislaus Farm Supply ....................723-0704

FUEL SERVICES
Amarants Propane Service  ..............358-2257
Hunt & Sons, Inc. ....................(916) 383-4868
Western States Petroleum Assoc.  ........... (661) 
321-0884
Valley Pacific Petroleum .................... 948-9412
Van De Pol Petroleum  ......................667-0236

INSURANCE
Barlocker Insurance  .........................383-0220
Fluetsch & Busby Insurance  ............ 722-1541
Rico, Pfitzer, Pires and Associates  ..854-2000
Walter Mortensen Insurance  ...........353-2700
Western Valley Insurance  ................826-5667
Winton Ireland Insurance  ................394-7925

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Alice B. Contreras CPA  .....................722-6778
American Ag Credit  .......384-1050/826-0320
Central Valley Community Bank........725-2820
Grimbleby Coleman CPAs .................527-4220
Trans County Title Company  ............383-4660
Yosemite Farm Credit  ....................... 383-1116

MISCELLANEOUS
Berliner Cohen LLP ...........................385-0700
The Hat Source .................................. 357-3424
Merced County Fair ...........................722-1506
P. B. Iyer, M.D. ....................................854-1120
Razzari Auto Center. ..........................383-3673
Unwired Broadband ................ (559) 336-4157

BUSSINESS SUPPORT FARMERS
DCB Farming LLC

J&J O'Banion Ranch, LLC
Jorgensen Ranch
Live Oak Farms
Migliazzo Farms

Nicholas Calf Ranch

Merced County Business Member Directory
Businesses Supporting the Farm Bureau

To be included in the directory, join Merced County Farm Bureau as a business member by calling 723-3001.
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AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES
Gallaway Feed and Supply .................374-3331
Mariposa Feed & Supply...................966-3326
Bootjack Equipment Rental & Feed .966-3545

ASSOCIATIONS
35-A District Agriculture Assn...........966-2432
Mariposa Chamber of Commerce ....966-2456
Mariposa County Farm Advisor ........ 966-2417
Mariposa County Farm Bureau ........ 742-5875

CONSTRUCTION
Bucks Construction ........................... 878-3702
Tobey Guenthart Construction ......... 374-3334

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Inter-County Title Company ...............966-3653
Yosemite Bank ...................................966-5444

HARDWARE STORES
Coast Hardware .................................966-2527
Foster Ace Hardware  ........................966-2692

MEDICAL
Mariposa Physical Therapy ............... 742-7242

MISCELLANEOUS
Allison Sierra Inc ...............................966-4082
Happy Burger Diner  .......................... 966-2719
Mariposa Friends of the  
Fairgrounds Foundation .................... 742-4680
Hugh A. Yamshon Ranch 
Mariposa Gun Works ........................ 742-5444
Miners Roadhouse 14 ......................966-2444
Pony Expresso ...................................966-5053

REAL ESTATE
Cathey's Valley Real Estate ............... 742-2121

SERVICES
Chases Foothill Petroleun ................. 966-3314
Edward Lien & Toso Ag Appraisers...634-9484
Palmer Tractor  ...................................374-3470
Ranch Fence, Inc. .............................. 966-5914
Valley Pacific Petroleum .................... 948-9412
Yosemite Glass & Window Inc. .........966-3292

WINERIES
Mount Bullion Vineyard ..................... 377-8450
Rauch Ranch Vineyard & Winery ......742-7162

Mariposa County Business Member Directory
Businesses Supporting the Farm Bureau

To be included in the directory, join Mariposa County Farm Bureau as a business member by calling 742-5875.

Support Farm Bureau Member Businesses

A Difficult Goodbye…
By: Garret Gomes, Gustine FFA 

Reporter 

Ralph Waldo Emerson defined 
success as: “To laugh often and 
much; to win the respect of 

intelligent people and the affection of 
children; to appreciate beauty, to find 
the best in others; to leave the world a 
little better; whether by a healthy child 
or a garden patch, to know even one 
life has breathed easier because you 
have lived. This is success.”

Mrs. Sarah Thommen has served 
the Gustine FFA Chapter for the past 
six years and has truly embodied this 
expression of success. During her 
time, she has contributed many hours 
in ensuring the success of our chapter 
and its members; she has truly made 
a difference in all of our lives and has 
definitely left Gustine FFA and all of 
Gustine High School a better place.

Sarah Marques-Thommen was 
raised in Los Banos, California where 
she was an active member of the Los 
Banos FFA Chapter. Mrs. Thommen 
served as the Los Banos FFA Reporter 
where she was named the Star State 
Reporter, and also served as the Los 
Banos FFA President. Upon graduating 

from high school she attended college 
at Cal-Poly, San Luis Obisbo and 
majored in Agriculture Education, as 
well as earned her teaching credential. 
Thommen taught at Hughson High 
School and Los Banos Pacheco High 
School in the Ag Department before 
coming to the Gustine FFA Chapter in 
2016. 

When Mrs Thommen first 
joined the Gustine FFA Agriculture 
Department at Gustine High School 
her biggest goal was to start the 
Gustine FFA Floral Department. 
Through her hard work and 
determination the floral department 
stands strong and continues to prosper. 
Through the creation of the floral 
department, the Gustine FFA Chapter 
has since been able to create multiple 
floral design courses as Ag classes 
offered at Gustine High School. The 
floral courses are A-G approved, 
counting as a Fine Art for UC and 
CSU eligibility, as well as being dual 
enrollment classes, giving students 
the opportunity to earn college credit 
through Modesto Junior College. 
Mrs. Thommen has also served as the 
advisor for the Floral Club, a club on 
campus that allows students to explore 

agriculture throughout flowers and 
horticulture. 

Mrs. Thommen has also served 
as the Job Interview Public Speaking 
coach, where she helps students 
build a resume, create a cover letter, 
and interview for a job within the 
agriculture industry. This competition 
takes students through a mock 
interview process and helps build their 
future job skills. She is also one of the 
Project Competition coaches, where 
she has been able to work with students 
throughout our chapter in promoting 
and encouraging students to show off 
their SAE projects while preparing 
her students for their futures upon 
graduating high school. Thommen has 
also served as the Rabbit/Poultry leader 
over the past six years where she's been 
able to help students raise and prepare 
their animals for market at the local 
county fairs. Thommen has also served 
as the Floral Judging coach, where she 
has been able to guide her students 
through many portions of the floral 
judging competition. This includes by 
construction of arrangements, floral test 
questions, and Floral ID. 

Mrs. Thommen is always there when 

someone needs help, and is someone 
that many students look up to. She 
always seems to have the materials 
students are looking for and she’s 
willing to share them; she is someone 
who truly cares so much about our 
students and our chapter, both inside 
and outside the classroom. 

Mrs. Thommen has truly led 
by example. She has made each 
student she taught and coached 
into a better and more prepared and 
successful version of themselves 
through her lessons inside and outside 
the classroom. Mrs. Thommen 
is the epitome of success in the 
aforementioned Emmerson quote and 
she truly planted the seeds of success 
in every single one of her Gustine FFA 
students.

Mrs. Thommen, you will be 
greatly missed by all at Gustine High 
School and within the Gustine FFA 
Ag Department! May your future 
be bright and prosperous. We are 
so thankful for everything you have 
done for each one of us and for the 
advances you have brought to our 
program. Always remember your time 
within the Gustine FFA Chapter!         
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MERCED COUNTY FARM BUREAU

July 

2022

Tickets
$50Social - 5:30 pm  

Dinner - 7:00 pm 

Arnold Party Barn
Winton,CA

To purchase tickets please contact Merced County Farm Bureau
at (209) 723-3001 or info@mercedfarmbureau.org

Dinner by Kelli Custom Catering
Fresh Made Popsicles from Vanessa's Ice Cream

Beer & Wine Included

Live Performance by Musician
Neil Buettner


